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COMMUNICATION ARTS 
Communication Arts, Grade 7 
Students in this course are introduced to literary concepts in a variety of genres, with specific attention paid to 

comprehension within the areas of plot development, characterization, figurative language, text structure, 

vocabulary development, and other relevant literacy skills. Students will read and respond to a variety of texts 

independently and in small group settings. Students will also develop their writing skills to incorporate plot and 

character development as well as correct grammar, sentence structure, paragraph development, and word usage. 

 

Advanced Communication Arts, Grade 7 

Students in this course explore, analyze, and apply literary concepts in a variety of genres, with specific 

attention paid to comprehension within the areas of plot development, characterization, figurative language, text 

structure, vocabulary development, and other relevant literacy skills. Students will read and respond to a variety 

of texts independently and in small group settings. Students will also explore logical and analytical thought 

through the practice of their writing skills, with specific attention paid to plot and character development, 

correct grammar, sentence structure, paragraph development, and word usage.  Please reference prerequisite 

information. 

 
Communication Arts, Grade 8 

Students in this course expand their knowledge of literary concepts through exploration of a variety of literary 

genres. A focus on comprehension within the areas of plot development, characterization, figurative language, 

text structure, vocabulary development, and other relevant literacy skills continues, with the additional attention 

paid to analyzing and interpreting written and spoken text. Students will read and respond to a variety of texts 

independently and in small group settings. Writing skills will continue to be developed with more complex plot 

and character development as well as correct grammar, sentence structure, paragraph development, and word 

usage. 

 

Advanced Communication Arts, Grade 8 

Students in this course expand their knowledge of literary concepts through exploration, analysis, and 

application of a variety of literary genres in their reading, writing, and speaking. Students will read and respond 

to a variety of texts independently and in small group settings. Writing skills will continue to be developed with 

more complex plot and character development as well as correct grammar, sentence structure, paragraph 

development, and word usage.  Please reference prerequisite information. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
Social Studies, Grade 7 

This course involves the study of Geography.  Using five geographical themes – Location (absolute and 

relative), Place (physical and human characteristics), Human Environmental Interactions, Movement, and 

Regions – students will study pre-Columbian cultures (pre-1500) of North America and South America.  In 

addition, the five themes will form the foundation for a present-day geographical examination of North America 

and South America. 

  

Social Studies, Grade 8 

This course involves the study of civics at the federal, state, and local level. It also covers United States History 

from Colonization to 1789.  

 
SCIENCE 

Life Science, Grade 7 

This course focuses on the scientific method and the principles of biological science.  Students will examine the 

structure and function of living systems, such as the complementary nature of cell organization.  The 

relationship between and among organisms within ecosystems will also be presented. 

 

Earth Science, Grade 7 
This course focuses on the tectonic processes of the Earth‟s surface.  In addition, the study of renewable and 

nonrenewable resources and the environmental impact of these resources will occur. 

 
Advanced Science – Grade 8 

Students in this course will expand their knowledge of Life Science and Earth Science.  The Life Science 

component of the course will focus on taxonomy, genetics, natural selection, and the human impact on 

environmental systems.  The Earth Science component will explore how Earth‟s surface features direct water 

flow, use of watersheds, and the environmental impact of different energy sources.  All students, as a 

requirement of the course, will complete an independent project during each semester.  These projects will 

require the students to think like scientists and gather and organize data, analyze and interpret data, and report 

their results.  It should be understood that these projects may require a substantial time commitment outside of 

the classroom.  

 
Life Science, Grade 8 

This course is a continuation of the biological science presented in grade 7.  The course content will focus on 

taxonomy, genetics and natural selection. 

 

Earth Science, Grade 8 

This course studies water and the effects of water cycle on and below the surface of the Earth. We explore the 

physical properties of water , how Earth‟s surface features direct water flow, how these surface features define 

the water and land use within a watershed, and the impact of pollution on the surface and ground water. 
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MATHEMATICS 

Math, Grade 7 

The seventh grade mathematics class will cover topics in probability, statistics, geometry, integers, and basic 

algebra.  Applications using decimals and fractions will also be incorporated.  This class allows the students to 

advance in their knowledge of math at a moderately paced level.  Students must take more responsibility to 

complete daily assignments than in previous years.  This class is recommended for the majority of students 

entering seventh grade. 

 

Advanced Math (Pre-Algebra), Grade 7 

The seventh grade advanced math class is an accelerated class designed for those students who are very strong 

math students.  The class will cover integers, equations, inequalities, graphing, rational numbers, probability, 

statistics, and geometry.  This class assumes proficiency in number facts as well as in operations dealing with 

whole numbers, decimals, and fractions.  This class moves at a quick pace and requires more time for 

homework, as well as independent review, in order to be successful.  Students choosing this class will be 

challenged on a daily basis.  Please reference prerequisite information. 

 

Pre-Algebra, Grade 8 

The eighth grade Pre-Algebra class first provides the foundation for learning algebra before introducing the 

concepts of Algebra I.  The topics covered include properties, integers, rational numbers, equations, 

inequalities, graphing, proportions and percents.  Probability, statistics, and geometry are integrated along the 

way.  This class is recommended for the majority of students entering eighth grade. 

 

Algebra I Honors, Grade 8 

The eighth grade Algebra I course is an advanced class for strong math students.  Students taking this course 

will receive credit toward graduation, since it is equal to the ninth grade Algebra I Honors class.  After a review 

of the properties and rational numbers, the students will solve equations, use proportional reasoning, graph 

relations and functions, analyze linear equations, solve linear inequalities, solve systems of linear equations and 

inequalities, explore polynomials, and solve quadratic equations.  Due to the content, this is a demanding class.  

Please reference prerequisite information.  

 

 

 

 

ART 
Art, Grade 7 

In grade 7 art classes, students learn about the ART ELEMENTS (lines, shape, color, texture, space, form, 

value) and ART PRINCIPLES (contrast, emphasis, repetition, movement, balance, unity).  These are the visual 

pieces used to build an art work.  Students look at famous art works to learn how the master artists have used 

the ART ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES to create art.  When possible, students will be able to choose from 

different versions of the same project.  Students will learn new art techniques and refine their skills in using art 

materials. 
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In grade 8 art classes, students continue to learn about the ART ELEMENTS (lines, shape, color, texture, space, 

form, value) and ART PRINCIPLES (contrast, emphasis, repetition, movement, balance, unity) and use these 

visual pieces used to build an art work.  Students continue to look at famous art works to learn how the master 

artists have used the ART ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES to create art.  When possible, students will be able 

to choose from two or three different versions of the same project.  Students will continue to learn new art 

techniques and refine their skills in using art materials. 

 

 

 

 BUSINESS & COMPUTER INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
Computer Information Technology, Grade 7 

The driving emphasis of this course is to provide students with a continuing skill set for 21st century learning, 

particularly in terms of: 

 

 * advocating and practicing safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology. 

 * using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.  

 * selecting and using applications effectively and productively. 

 * transferring current knowledge to learning of new technologies. 

 

This course also serves to introduce various curricular and career paths that can be pursued in high school 

Business and Computer Information Technology and Technology Education. 

 

The content of this course includes but is not limited to MS Visio, a professional-style drawing program, which 

allows the student to experience what it is like to draw with a program designed to create technical drawings; 

Google Sketchup, a free 3d modeling application; various systems-based and cloud-based office and 

productivity suites; and collaborative web 2.0 technologies from courseware, such as Moodle, to micro-

blogging, such as Edmodo. 

 

Computer Information Technology, Grade 8 

The driving emphasis of this course is to provide students with a continuing skill set for 21st century learning as 

well as introduce various curricular and career paths that can be pursued in high school Business and Computer 

Information Technology and Digital Arts. 

 

The content of this course includes but is not limited to Adobe Creative Suite, a collection of graphic design and 

publishing applications; Creative Commons, a nonprofit organization that develops, supports, and stewards 

legal and technical infrastructure that maximizes digital creativity, sharing, and innovation; and collaborative 

web 2.0 technologies from courseware, such as Moodle, to micro-blogging, such as Edmodo. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 

 
Family & Consumer Science, Grade 7 
The seventh grade curriculum serves as an introduction to the F. C. S. curriculum in the areas of foods and 

sewing.  The foods curriculum focuses on basic nutrition, eating for disease prevention, food safety, measuring 

& organizational skills, consumerism, table setting and etiquette.  The sewing curriculum introduces machine 

usage, eye hand coordination, measuring & reading skills, independent thinking, time management and problem 

solving skills which culminate in the completion of a drawstring bag project. 

  

Family & Consumer Science, Grade 8 
The eighth grade curriculum builds on the foundation laid in the seventh grade curriculum and adds an 

introduction to the area of child development.  The foods curriculum includes an in-depth study on nutrition and 

food choices and deepens the culinary skills needed for advanced recipe preparation.  The sewing curriculum 

develops and practices problem solving and decision making skills, emphasizes independent thinking and 

enhances measuring skills.  It also introduces the art of handsewing and culminates in the completion of a 

walker bag donated to residents within the local community.  The child development curriculum emphasizes the 

basic needs of all children, the stages of a child‟s development and the importance of providing an environment 

rich in stimulating experiences. 
 

 

 

MUSIC 
 

General Music, Grade 7 

In 7th grade general music class, the students will have hands on experience of the „Elements of Music‟: 

rhythm, melody, harmony, tone color, and form.  Next, the students will explore the world of music history by 

learning about the baroque composers Handel and Bach and the classical composers Haydn, Mozart, and 

Beethoven.  Finally, they will learn the basic techniques of playing the classical guitar and continue on 

recorders and singing. 

 

 

General Music, Grade 8 

In 8
th

 grade general music, the students learn how music affects their lives in the following ways: being a 

participant; being a listener; factors influencing choices; enriching entertainment; selecting music; music 

technology.  The students explore music history by learning about romantic composers Liszt, Bizet, Debussey 

and Schonbert.  They also briefly study modern music from the 1950‟s to the present.  Students learn to 

compose their own song, incorporating proper rhythms, pitches, dynamics, and tempos.  Students experience 

“hands-on” keyboard learning in both clefs.  Singing and listening to a wide variety of music enhances the 

general music class experience.   
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Band, Grades 7 & 8 

The middle school band curriculum is designed to help the students further their knowledge and enjoyment in 

the performance of instrumental music.  The students meet as an ensemble two times per cycle.  They also meet 

in a small group session for one period per cycle.  During the small group meetings, students review knowledge 

from previous years and apply it to the materials on which they are currently working.  This experience includes 

basic theory knowledge as well as performance of various scale and rhythmic materials.  In the large ensemble 

settings the students learn to apply all of their knowledge together in the performance of many different styles 

of music.  Emphasis is based not only on the music performance, but also on the concept of working together to 

strive for the best result. 

 

Jazz Band, Grades 7 & 8 

The middle school jazz ensemble is a performance oriented group in which the students will learn about and 

perform different styles of jazz music.  Some of the styles studied will include swing, Latin and rock from the 

age of the big bands to the present.  The purpose of the group is not only to learn about, but also to appreciate 

the different styles.  There is also a chance for those students who would like to learn some very basic 

improvisational skills.  The culmination of the year is a series of performances at various jazz festivals 

throughout the area. 

 

 

Orchestra, Grades 7 & 8 

Students who have played in the Orchestra in Elementary/Intermediate level will be eligible to participate.  The 

students will continue working in their method books, and with their music theory.  Students will learn a higher 

level of techniques like positions and vibrato.  Also they will learn to play with a wind section in the spring.  

Our concert attire is:  girls – long black outfits; boys – dark pants, white shirt and tie.  We do a variety of 

concerts including a winter concert, spring concert and pops concert.  This is a graded course and includes a 

once a cycle group lesson. 

 

 

Chamber Orchestra, Grades 7 & 8 

The Chamber Orchestra is a group designed for students who want to expand their knowledge of their 

instrument and how to work with different ensemble settings.  This group is by audition.  Our concert attire is:  

girls – long black outfits; boys – dark pants, white shirt and tie.  In addition to the string orchestra concerts, this 

group also performs in the community and for special functions.   

 

Chorus, Grades 7 & 8  

The Chorus will present two concerts yearly.  Students will learn proper singing techniques with a variety of 

styles of music, including foreign languages.  Choreographed pieces are also used.  Girls wear below the knee 

dresses or skirts with matching tops.  This is a graded course. 
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WELLNESS 
Wellness, Grade 7 

The Wellness education program seeks to encourage students to take an active role in maintaining and 

improving their physical, social, emotional, and intellectual health.  The Wellness program incorporates 

psychomotor, cognitive and affective learning experiences through basic movement skills, fitness activities, 

team sports, and individual and lifetime sports.  The students are encouraged to develop cooperative behavior 

and become knowledgeable of game rules, scoring, strategies and health and safety practices.   

 

 

Wellness, Grade 8 

The Wellness education program seeks to encourage students to take an active role in maintaining and 

improving their physical, social, emotional, and intellectual health.  The Wellness program incorporates 

psychomotor, cognitive and affective learning experiences through basic movement skills, fitness activities, 

team sports, and individual and lifetime sports.  The students are encouraged to develop cooperative behavior 

and become knowledgeable of game rules, scoring, strategies and health and safety practices. 

 
 


